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RIM RECOVERY

OF STORM DEAD
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NEW ORLEANS — As the
floodwaters drain from the
streets, the city is giving up
its dead.

Bodies are found tied to-
gether and attached to trees,
bridge abutments, fences —
put there by passersby to

keep them from washing
away. Going house to house,
with Vicks VapoRub under
their nostrils to block the
stench, rescue workers mark
houses that hold bodies —
and enter the spots on a glob-
al positioning device. Special-
ists will come later to collect
the dead.

After racing to save the liv-

8

DAVID J PHILLIP — EURCPEAN
ST. BERNARD PARISH: Officials prepare to move bodies out of storage in Louisiana on Thursday. Federal workers and
specialists are now focusing on finding and identifying people who died from Hurricane Katrina.

ing, authorities are now over-
whelmed with finding and
identifying those who per-
ished — a task with massive
dimensions as Katrina's
death toll threatens to climb
into the thousands.

Officials have set aside
25,000 body bags as federal

See BODIES, Puge 64
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THE NEWSPAPER OF SILICON VALLEY

State may
ease rules
to stretch

gas supply

By Paul Rogers
Mercury News

Trying to reduce the risk of gasoline
shortages and even higher prices in Cali-
fornia as a result of Hurricane Katrina,
the administration of Gowv. Arnold
Schwarzenegger is considering relaxing
some air pollution rules on gasoline,

On Thursday, the state Air Resources
Board held a hearing in Sacramento on
an emergency pro to allow oil com-

st paocks s iy Yoty
end” gasoline immediately. No: ;
the change occurs Oct. 3L

The earlier ;}w&iﬁch would allow oil
companies to make 10 percent more gas
from each barrel of oil, state officials say.
But it would also increase smog-forming
emissions by about 3 percent for the rest
of the summen.

It's not clear what the Lhar:ie» will
mean for gasoline prices, which aver-
aged $3.05 for regular unleaded in Cali-
fornia this week. Some experts suggest-
ed it might dampen price increases, or
even cause prices to dip slightly.

Iii-' Thursday eveni
Witherspoon, executive officer of the air
board, had not announced a decision.
Many observers in industry, gov-

See GASOLINE, Page 154
WHY IT MATTERS

The Schwarzenegger administration is
considering an emergency rule to relax
some s stam!aﬁsongasolineasaway
to keep prices from jumping further after
Hurricane Katrina,

Gay union
veto plan
opposed

CAMPAIGN TO LOBBY
GOVERNOR PLANNED

By Aaron C. Davis
Mereury News Sacramento Bureai

Stunned by Gov. Arnold Schwarzen-
egger’s vow to veto same-sex i
legislation — even before the bill was
printed — its authors will delay deliver-
ing it to the governor for two weeks to
give gay rights advocates an opportuni-
ty to bombard him with calls, e-mails
and protests.

“The governor has said he supports
the will of the people,” said Sen. Sheila
Kuehl, D-Los Angeles, one of the Legis-
lature's six openly gay members. “Well,
let the people call him, let the people e-
mail him, let the people be heard. Then
he can say he's following the will of the
people.”

1e question of how Schwarzenegger,
who for years had given mixed signals
on his beliefs about sarme-sex marriage,
declared so quickly he would veto it
dominated the Capitol on Thursday.

After it was approved late Tuesday
night, the bill, 849, was still being
processed Wednesday when Schwarz-
enegger’s press secrefary issued a

See VETO, Page 154
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Poll: Do you support same-sex
marriage?

Valley backers

playing angel
to indie films

By Glenin Lovell

Merciry News

At a time when Hollywood is battling
a sharp decline in movie ticket sales —

and has all but abandoned the Bay Area

— Silicon Valley has become a hotbed of
independent filmmaking, thanks to gen-
erous merchants and gutsy investors,

“We think San Jose is the single best
place to get films financed,” said Thom-
as Trenker, a former San Francisco in-
vestment banker now playing film angel.
“It's not only the capital of Silicon Valley
with all these business-savvy entrepre-
neurs, it also has a vital independent
film scene.”

Art and commerce will converge to-

[

04930 with photos and

NEW ORLEANS: A body floats in a northside neighborhood Thursday. Katrina’s death toll is i bl
daily blogs

expected to climb into the thousands as special teams begin collecting the remains

See FILMS, Page 154
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4 PATRICK TEHAN — MERCURY NEWS PHOTOGRAPHS
MADE IN LOS GATOS: Actor Ben Savage, right, waits as co-director Chris Wolf and crew set up a scene for the independent film "CarBabes,” which was set at the

Moore Buick-Pontiac-GMC in Los Gatos. Cast and crew bunked at Los Gatos Lodge for 70 percent off.

FILMS | Valley in the picture

Continued from Page 1A

night at the Silicon Valley Capital
Club in San Jose for the first Fil-
mAngels Meeting and Dinner.
Five projects at various stages of

mfelo ment, including a Ste-
phen horror film being de-
veloped by Steve Wozniak, will be
pitched to a roomful of accredited
mvestors. Entry fee: a “suggested
donation” of $150.

Besides the Wozniak project
(“Gotham Café”), filmmakers
from San Jose and points north
will pitch: “&tihkin Cityi;s a ‘;iocw
mentary on the new ‘egas;
“Two Moon,” a drama about a

teenager battling a hometown ca-
sino; “Quality of Life,” a complet-
ed drama ut graffiti artists;

and “Becoming Buddha,” a fanta-
sy-biopic by Marin’s Ron Fricke
{"Koyaanisqatsi”).

Projects in the works

- If these projects find backers,
they'll join several other mdepen-
dent features that have been, or
dre now being, shot in the South
Bay. “CarBabes,” a labor of love

five area friends that stars

's Ben Savage (“Boy Meets
World”), wrapped last week at a
car lot in Los Gatos. “Fat Rose
and Squeaky,” a relationship dra-
ma starring Oscar winner Louise
Eletcher and Emmy winner Cice-
Iy n, is currently shooting at
& Victorian mansion in the Na-
glee Park neighborhood of San

ose.

The $500,000 budgets for both
films were ra:sed by passing the
hat among local investors. The
productions also have relied on
the kindness and largess of ama
merchants, as well as just
folk excited about rubbm,g alloul-
ders with the next generation's
Steven Spielberg.

The producers of “CarBabes”
saved £50,000 by shooting for a
nominal fee at Moore Buick-Pon-
& Loe Gatcs Toies e 70 pon
at Los Gatos or r-
eent off. “Fat Rose” cut cortll,:rs
with hotel discounts, a decent
deal on the Victorian rental and
free loaner cars compliments of
B&B Saab of Santa Clara. Sav-

~u

.

BEHIND THE SCENES: Chris Wolf and Nick Fumla dlrect "CarBabes" Iast month in Los Gatos. Producer Ben

Rekhi, 26, who attended Los Gatos High School, says the community support was invaluable.

ings on cars: $3,000.

“There was no way we could
have made ‘CarBabes' without
those breaks and freebies,” said
producer Ben Rekhi, 26, who at-
tended Los Gatos High School
and has already made two other
features. “It would have cost us
three or four times as much with-
out that help. It means a lot when
you have ties to the community,
and it believes in what you’re do-
irlg.“

Deal on house

The Naglee Park house used in
“Fat Rose” was leased for three
weeks for $5,000. That's a pretty
good deal given the potential
wear and tear that can come
from a film crew on the premises.

“We spent a lot of time fixing it
Em show,” said co-owner Julia

itz, laughing. “They've made it
look more lived in, more dilapi-
dated, with torn curtains and
stacks of newspaper. And they're
letting the grass grow, so it looks
less cared for.

“But we liked the sound of the
groje‘ct. and that helped cinch the

e : ’

Other local films that have re-
lied k;g breaks in room rates,
ar trans rtatmn, i
r’llent rentals ag?i meals ecl Se

“Drifting Elegant,” “The Nar-

row,” “Charlie the Ox” and “Night
Without Justice,” a short about
San Jose’s most infamous chap-
ter, the 1933 St. James Park
Iynching. The latter may soon be-
come a feature.

Last year, Mark Shepherd was
?:hle tge ﬁl}oot "Tk};e l\rarmwmin

am or t change e
tale gf one mall?; redemption, set
for a Camera 7 scereening Thurs-
day, cost a rock-bottom $70,000.

“We got all of our locations
free," said Shepherd, “and the
city of Campbell waived their fees
because of a mix-up where some
police didn't arrive to block off a
street.”

Before the economic downturn,
San Jose's Film & Video Commis-
sion once attracted such studio
productions as “Terminator 2"
“Birdy," “Mad City” and Clint
Eastwood’s “The Rookie,” adding
a combined $16 million to area
coffers. Now, with Hollywood cut-
ting corners by shooting in Cana-
da and Europe, the commission’s
main concerns are parking per-
mits and hotel discounts.

Independent film boom
But that's changing, thanks to
the boom in indie production.
“Business has really picked up
in the last six to eight months,’
confirms Film Commissioner

WHERE THE
SAVINGS ARE

Several
independent
films have
saved money
by shooting in
the South

"CHARLIE THE
0X" (2004)

Saved $2,500 on
the free use of
Bobbi's Coffee
Shop in Cuperti-
no, and received a
40 percent dis-
count at the Fair-

mont Hotel,

“THE NARROW"

(2004)

Saved $2,500 on
Kate Manley. “Besides the auto- an ambulance
motive commercials shot here — and crew, and
two to three a month — we have $400-$500 on
three independent films in the | policeofficers
works. I think it’s because the city who worked gra-
is willing to work with these | s
grass-roots productions,” “CARBABES"

Tom McEnery, San Jose's for- (2005)
mer mayor and a would-be film-
maker himself (he has his own St. Saved $50,000
James Park lmckunglvl qcnﬁpt), isn't on its main loca-
surprised that fledgl Immak- | tion aLosGatos
ers find handouts in the South | carlot andre-
Bay. ceived 70 percent
“Besides the weather and oth- | offablockof

er amenities,” he points out, rooms at the Los
“there are all those information- Gatos Lodge.
age millionaires who want to “FAT ROSE AND
branch out into movies. That's SQUEAKY"
where these smaller pmductlons (2005)

are finding investors.’

Tonight's Capital Club gather-
ing i ted to attract almost
50 would-be Jerry Bruckheimers,

“Everybody’s trying to figure
out new ways to put independent

rs together with inves-
tors,” said former film commis-
sioner Joe O'Kane, who brought
John Travolta in “Mad City” to
San Jose, “This is a novel, cost-ef-
fective way to make that happen.
AndI it's a good one.”

Contact Glenn Lovell at
Llovell@mercurynews.com or (408)
9205639,

Saved $3,000 on
rental cars, com-
pliments of B&B
Saab Santa Clara,
and received dis-
counts on rooms
at the San Jose
Hilton.

Souwrce: Glenn Lovell

GASOLINE | Relaxing air pollution rules considered

Continued from Page 14

grnment and environmental
groups said they e t the
rules to be relaxed

During summer months
state law requires refiners to
make gasoline with low levels
of evaporation, to reduce
smog. But to do that, oil com-
panies must lower Reid vapor
pressure, a measure of evapo-
ration, by adding chemicals
called alkylates. California im-

rts those chemicals from

uisiana and Mississippi,
along with about 5 to 10 per-
eent of the gasoline consumed
i1 California.
= With nine oil refineries and
much of the chemical indus-
ey of the Gulf of Mexico shut
down, state officials now fear
California shortages.
=By waiving the wmter
Blend rules seven weeks early,
California’'s o0il companies
could use another chemical
called butanes, ingtead of al-

mercurynews.com
| ;,,‘* Poll: Do you think

changing the gas blend is

a good idea?

kylates, enabling refineries to
make 10 percent more gaso-
line from every barrel of oil,
according to a staff report
from the air resources board.

“This should flatten prices,
if not make them start to drop
down,” said Claudia Chandler,
a spokeswoman for the Cali-
fornia Energy Commission.

Chandler would not predict
how much gas prices might
fall. But she saild combined
with less overall driving after
Labor Day, it would help. Oth-
er officials agreed.

“Nobody knows for sure,”
said Jerry Martin, a spokes-
man for the air resources
board, “The main thing we'd
get from this is a stable sup-
ply of fuel.”

Oil industry officials said

the move would boost sup-
plies.
“This will certainly keep

ces from go
!ﬁ)thher smdg Eff NE: 04
man of the California Inde-
pendent Oil Marketers Asso-
ciation. He predicted $2.50 to
$3 a gallon for the remainder
of the year.

The rule change is support-
ed by the oil industry, the Cal-
ifornia Energy Commission
and environmental groups.

“We're not happy about the
state authorizing an exemp-
tion that will increase pollu-
tion, but %iven the emergency
nature of the situation, and
the short-term nature of the
variance, we aren’t opposing
it,” said Bonnie Holmes-Gen,
vice president of the Ameri-
can Lung Association of Cali-
fornia.

If approved, the new gaso-
line would increase by 75 tons
a day statewide a ty[i)e of pol-
lution known as volatile or-

ganic compounds, or VOCs, a
component of smog, All vehi-
cles, machinery and industry
in California emit 2,517 tons a
day of VOCs, so the new gas
represents 3 percent more.
nvironmentalists said

they expect that in April,
when state law requires the
cleaner summer blend of gas-
oline again, those rules will
not be waived. And they said
they want oil companies to
pay into a fund to offset the
extra pollution by funding
programs like retrofitting die-
sel engines on school buses.

“Under normal circum-
stances, we would oppose
this,” said Roland Hwang, ve-
hicles policy director for the
Natural Resources Defense
Council in San Francisco.
“The goal is to prevent $3.50
or $4 a gallon in a few weeks."”

Hwang said the wider prob-
lem is that America’s demand
for gasoline is too high.

“Washington has  failed

miserably at raising fuel econ-
omy standards,” he said. “If
we had raised fuel economy
standards 20 years ago, we
wouldn't be in this problem.”

Many environmentalists
privately weighed the 3 per-
cent smog increase for seven
weeks over the political risk
of being perceived as having
l};loc l:5\ .;;‘trategy that mi(%:t

ring relief to gas prices. One
group, however, opposed the
sed changes.,

“There’s no roof that if we
increase supplies by 10 per-
cent that dpnces will come

' said Danielle Fugere,
(.hmate change director of
Bluewater Network, a divi-
sion of Friends of Earth, in
San Francisco. “You are ex-
changing health benefits —
asthma, heart disease — for a
few pennies at the pump.”

Contact Paul Rogers at
progersi@mercurynews.com or
(408) 920-5045.

VETO |
Lobbying
campaign
planned

Continued from Page 14

statement that the governor
would veto it. That denied propo-
nents, who at that very moment
had assembled for a scheduled
meeting with the governor’s staff,
any opportunity to lobby the gov-
ernor.

Richard Costigan, Schwarzen-
egger's legislative secretary, told
reporters Thursday night that
the governor's quick veto vow
was not dismissive of gay mar-
riage but reflective of the issue's
significance,

“Everyone knows about the
same-sex marriage bill, and we
thought it was important to get
that out early,” he said, “to let the
public understand exactly where
the governor stood on that issue,
There are few bills that rise to
that level.”

Schwar.cem’efmer press secre-
tary Margita Thompson said the
late-day revelation should have
come as no surprise. The gover-
nor has consistently said he be-
lieved voters had spoken when
they approved Proposition 22 in
2000 that defined marriage as
between a man and a woman.

Sthwarzenegien she said, had
come to truly believe that approv-
ing same-sex marriage went
against voters' desires.

Assemblyman Mark Leno, D-
San Francisco, author of the bill,
dismissed that explanation.
Stunned by the announcement,
Leno on Thursday characterized
Schwarzenegger’s decision as a
shrewd political move to protect
right-wing support for his Nov. 8
special election initiatives.

“It's transparent as can be,”
Leno said. “He is politically pan-
dering to the very far right of this
state . . . We would have appreci-
ated the respect of having an op-
portunity to have him talk to our
families and children so he could
hear from their mouths the suf-
fering they experience because of
the current law.”

Leno on Thursday lobbied law-
makers to support a rare Fa.rlia-
mentary procedure to hold the
gay marriage bill from going to
the governor's desk until next
year. That effort appeared des-
tined for failure late Thursday,
but lawmakers did say they were
grepared to delay the bill going to

chwarzenegger until Sept, 23,
which could be done without any
further action by the Assembly.

Among others, Leno said Ben-
Jjamin Lopez, lobbyist for the Tra-
ditional Values Coalition, tipped
the governor to act against the
ga{ marriage bill. “They threw a

lic tantrum. and the governor
_]um

Lopez on Wednesday had
threatened that if Schwarzeneg-
ger signed the bill many conser-
vatives would stay home in pro-
test and not vote on Nov. 8,

“It's an honor to be singled
out,” Lopez said, referring sar-
castically to Leno’s comment,
“but it's not me who is out of the
mainstream, it's Mark Leno and
his fellow same-sex marriage ad-
vocates.”

Lopez said he last spoke with
the governor’s office on Tuesday
about the bill.

Eddie Gutierrez, spokesman
for Equality California, the state’s
largest gay-rights lobbying group,
said the group is planning pro-
tests in Los Angeles and San Die-
go this weekend.

“One man cannot terminate
the civil rights movement,” Gu-
tierrez said. “He will go down in
history as the ‘discriminator.’ "

The long-term Eg(l}i;ical impact
on a group of t mbly
Democrats who cast the deciding
votes for gay marriage came
sharply into focus Thursday.

Assemblyman Simon inas,
D-Salinas, along with Tom Um-
berg, D-Santa Ana, and Gloria
Negrete McLeod, D-Chino, faced
mounting criticism from conser-
vative and religious groups in
their districts.

The Monterey County Republi-
can Party issued a statement say-
ing Salinas’ vote violated the will
of his constituents, who over-
whelmingly supported Proposi-
tion 22.

Salinas is termed out of the As-
sembly next year and is planning
to challenge Republican state
Sen. Jeff Denham of Modesto. A
Denham campaign consultant
said Thursday he has no doubt
Salinas’ vote will become a cam-
paign issue,

Salinas didn’t either.

“I don’t have any illusion that
the opposition will certainly use
this as a wedge issue to say that
I'm too far out there” Salinas
said. “But this is part of the job
. .. people will have to look at who
I am and what I stood for.”

Contact Aaron C. Davis at
acdavis@mercurynews.com or
(916) 325-4315.



